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Being minister at Greyfriars, Tolbooth & Highland 
Kirk is a huge joy, but there are also times of  sadness. 
We welcome new people to our congregation and life 
all the time, but the nature of  our community, parish 
and congregation is that we are always saying farewell 
to people too. Students come to us and then leave. It was delightful to receive a 
message recently from Kathryn Lester who was a student here in Edinburgh and 
worshipped with us whilst she was here. Her very moving and encouraging message 
appears in this newsletter. She is able to stay in touch with us through the website and I 
now try to put most of  my sermons in script form on the web. I know that there are 
many other people around the world who form a part of  our virtual congregation. 
 
Recently we have said our goodbye to Ruth Halley whose time as our assistant minister 
has come to an end. But we are delighted to welcome Nick Brindley who has come to 
us to undertake his final placement before being ordained into the United Reformed 
Church. Nick Brindley was born and raised in Yorkshire before studying philosophy at 
the universities of  Middlesex, Sussex and Warwick. He pursued a career in financial 
services IT systems before beginning education for ministry in the United Reformed 
Church in 2009. He and his wife Pam have three children and are members of  
Morningside United Church. We very much look forward to getting to know Nick over 
the coming months. 
 
We also welcome Paula Fraser to the Greyfriars community. Paula has been appointed 
to the post of  Education Resource Officer. This exciting initiative is being funded by 
the Friends of  Greyfriars and other sources, including a portion of  the bequest we 
received some years ago from the estate of  Professor Alan Steele. Paula comes from 
the west end of  Glasgow and is working half  time for us and the rest of  her time with 
the Ann Frank Trust in Scotland. It intrigues me that the vision that lay behind Paula’s 
appointment is that in telling the Greyfriars story more widely we might be able to 
illuminate a much bigger story—and that is precisely what the story of  Ann Frank does 
as we see her very moving story set against the backdrop of  Europe in the midst of  
turmoil. Paula has a longstanding interest in Scottish and international history, religion, 
and social psychology, alongside her interest in education and learning, and is excited to 
use her skills and interests in this developmental role with the Church of  Scotland and 
Greyfriars.  
 
Kate and I wish you joy and peace this Christmas time. 
 
With warm good wishes, 
Richard Frazer  

Rev. Dr. Richard Frazer 
 

Minister 



Sermon – 4th December 2011 
Advent 2 

―Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God, speak tenderly to her and cry to her that she has 
served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received double for all her sins‖ Isaiah 40: 1-2. 
 
These words come to the people of  Israel from the prophet and strike a note of  hope 
and promise in the midst of  prospects that seem to most to be bleak and unlikely to be 
resolved. They are spoken to a nation in exile. Following a war with the Babylonians 
that Israel had lost, the whole nation became prisoners of  war and had been forcibly 
removed from their promised land and their great city, Jerusalem with its dear Temple. 
They were being held captive in the city of  Babylon, the city that we now call Baghdad. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During those years of  exile, it had not been bleak for everyone. They may have 
lamented the loss of  their homeland and wondered how they could worship the living 
God in a strange land? You know the psalm, by the Rivers of  Babylon we sat down and wept 
when we remembered Zion. But the people also enjoyed a degree of  freedom and many had 
become successful street traders and merchants in the city, making themselves very 
wealthy. Many people forgot who they were and it was Isaiah’s task, as he saw it, to 
rekindle a spiritual imagination in the people and to remind them of  their true vocation. 
For Israel was, of  course, God’s chosen nation, a people set apart to be ministers and 
priests of  the living and true God to the world. 
 
In Isaiah’s vision a situation of  despair is being turned around. The wasteland that is 

Israel and its great city Jerusalem is about to be rebuilt. The people are going to return 

home from exile. The places that have become crooked are going to be straightened 

out. All that has distorted and corrupted the people’s vision will be evened out and the 

people will recover their homeland and their true vocation because the Lord is faithful 

and promises to feed his flock, to gather his lambs in his arms and gently lead his 

people. A situation of  austerity, ruin and hopelessness is about to be turned around. 



Let me read for you now a piece of  poetry that was written in the aftermath of  the 

Great War. 

These are words from TS Eliot’s poem the Waste Land, published in 1922. It is a grim 
reflection on the state of  the world in the aftermath of  World War I. So much was    
undone by that eruption of  Barbarism. Right in the middle of  hope, creativity, enlight-
enment, rationalism and the white heat of  the Industrial Revolution, a period in human 
history that had witnessed one of  the longest period of  peace and prosperity and    
economic growth, and suddenly the heart of  Europe was ripped out of  it and the 
flower of  its youth sacrificed in the muddy fields of  Flanders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This moment of  devastation and loss clear to the bottom shattered so many dreams. 

But as Eliot writes, he goes on to sound a note of  hope, a glimmer of  promise like the 

faint slither of  gold that heralds the returning sun on a bleak winter’s morning. ―These 

fragments‖ he says, ―I have shored against my ruins‖. And he goes on, 

 Who is the third who walks always beside you?  
 When I count, there are only you and I together  
 But when I look ahead up the white road  
 There is always another one walking beside you  
 Gliding wrapt in a brown mantle, hooded  
 I do not know whether a man or a woman  
 —But who is that on the other side of you?  
 What is that sound high in the air  
 Murmur of maternal lamentation  
 Who are those hooded hordes swarming  
 Over endless plains, stumbling in cracked earth  
 Ringed by the flat horizon only  
 What is the city over the mountains  
 Cracks and reforms and bursts in the violet air  
 Falling towers  
 Jerusalem Athens Alexandria  
 Vienna London    

Unreal City,  
Under the brown fog of a winter dawn,  
A crowd flowed over London Bridge, so many,  
I had not thought death had undone so many.  
Sighs, short and infrequent, were exhaled,  



Unreal  
It is as though Eliot takes on the mantle of the prophet. Like Isaiah, he trusts that out of the 
rubble and destruction of a shattered Europe, fragments of light can be detected and out of a 
lost world things can be rebuilt. He perceives this in terms of a third person, like a companion 
or bread sharer, a shepherd like, shadowy figure robed in mystery who walks with us, even 
through the valley of the shadow of death, therefore we will not be afraid. The companion is 
like a mother, ever faithful in her love, lamenting for lost youth but utterly devoted in her 
presence, like Mary at the foot of the cross, holding her beloved in the warmth of her 
embrace. 
 

 

The Pieta by Michelangelo 
 

We can reclaim our true identity. We can piece together the fractured fragments of our lives 
and the remnants of a shattered world. We can reclaim the Waste Land. In grim economic 
times for the world, in the midst of a world fractured by division and ecological threat, hope is 
a candle that people of faith must light. 

It is the artists, the poets and the prophets and those who go on loving in spite of loss; it is the 
visionaries, those who speak the truth and refuse to buy into the easy slogans of the day and 
follow the crowd into cheap compromise. All these help us in the midst of our blunders, our 
blindness, our failed projects and even our despair. They can help us to re-find our true selves 
and our real vocations. 

It feels as though we need a new vision for our world today. If all that our politicians can offer 
us is the gloom of years and years of austerity, we need an alternative vision. We need a 
politics reborn, a politics that has more imagination in it than that which can only equate well 
being with economic performance and gross domestic product. How is happiness faring? 
What about indicators of friendship, community and a sense of inclusiveness? 

We need figures like the Mahatma, Ghandi of whom the South African authorities wrote 
when he was engaged in a campaign against racial discrimination long before he returned to 
his native India, ―the working of his conscience, his ethical and intellectual attitude, based as it 
appears to be on a curious compound of mysticism and astuteness, baffles the ordinary 
processes of thought‖. 

We need people who will baffle the ordinary processes of thought, for the way of ordering our 

communities and our economies are as bankrupt as many of our economies. Vaclav Havel, the 

intellectual and former president of Czechoslovakia once argued for what he described as anti-

political politics, ―politics not as the technology of power and manipulation, as cybernetic rule 

over humans or as the art of the useful, but politics as one of the ways of seeking and 

achieving meaningful lives, of protecting them and serving them‖. Love, friendship, solidarity, 

sympathy,  



mercy, tolerance and compassion, these, argues Havel are, ―the only genuine starting points of 
meaningful community‖. Even Adam Smith warned against the anxiety, fear, sorrow, disease, 

danger and death that would result from unfettered materialism and an unbridled capitalism. 

 

 

A girl with access to clean water, Madhya Pradesh, India 

 
What Isaiah understood and set out to achieve was the reforming or the reframing of the lives 
of the people of Israel who had lost a sense of who they were and what their lives might be in 
their time of exile. He realised that this must be a spiritual exercise, reconnecting with the 
ground of their being, a reconstitution of a people not as political pawns in a power game or 
as consumers or categories in some sham economy that was not their own, but a people 
located within a community in relation to each other, to their God (the one whose spirit gives 
life and breath), the world and the Universe. 

 
And who is that one? Who is the third person who walks beside us? 

 
When I count, there are only you and I together 

But when I look ahead up the white road 
There is always another one walking beside you 

 

Hear the words of John the Baptist, ―The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thongs of his sandals. I have baptised you 
with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit‖. (Mark 1: 7 – 8). 

Christ is coming, he will come again, he is in you and through you and with you, he is that 
mysterious companion that you often feel walking with you on life’s journey, in the midst of 
its pain and in its moments of exultation. In the face of the offering by our politicians of little 
more than austerity and gloom, let us begin the task of remaking our world, remaking it in a 
manner that takes account of our spiritual identity, where love, friendship, solidarity, 
sympathy, mercy, tolerance and compassion, creating opportunity for people to contribute and 
live useful lives and helping all people, especially our young people, feel that they belong and 
have a place. It is a vision such as this that will remake our shattered world. It is through lives 
lived with a mixture of mysticism and astuteness that a new society might be built out of the 
ashes of our burnt out economy. 

 

Richard Frazer – 4th December 2011 



A note to share ... 

 

REMEMBERING GREYFRIARS 

 

Dear Dr. Frazer, 

This email comes years after my name has probably disappeared from your memory. I 
was an exchange student from the States in the fall of  2005, who worshiped at 
Greyfriar's Kirk and sang in the choir for a few months while I took classes at New 
College. Since then, I have graduated, received my Masters in Divinity at Princeton 
Seminary, and now work in a church as a Youth Director (with hopes and intent of  
being ordained some time in the near future). 

This email might seem random, but I just wanted to say, through the years, I continue 
to deeply enjoy reading about Greyfriar's, both on the website and your blog. As I've 
gone through seminary and come out the other side, I still believe Greyfriar's, as a 
congregation, sets a high standard of  faith in the midst of  change, creativity in the 
context of  tradition, and beauty in a world that tends to move too quickly to notice. 
Many other congregations fall short in comparison. 

Especially as I read about your initiative for Green Cities Pilgrimage, I'm stirred by the 
strides Greyfriar's is taking to meet the needs of  the future while acknowledging the 
roots of  the past.  

Last summer, my sister and I finished up a trip with a day in Edinburgh. I dragged her 
to all my favourite spots and pulled her through the doors of  the Kirk and churchyard. 
Sitting in the pews, seeing the cross with handwritten laments nailed to its beam, 
running my hand along the Gaelic embroidery of  a seat cushion, and hearing the voices 
of  the dedicated volunteers wafting to the vaulted ceiling, I fell in love with Greyfriar's 
all over again.  

Please take this email as affirmation that someone, a few thousand miles away, is moved 
by this congregation's example and vision. Thank you for your work on behalf  of  the 
community of  saints, near and far, known and unknown. 

With a grateful heart, 

Kathryn Lester 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
STEWARDSHIP AND KIRK FINANCES 

 
At the beginning of  November we had a very successful stewardship event.  It 
combined a short service with a sit-down lunch when we showcased some of  
the many strands in our Greyfriars ministry; Greyfriars Outreach with its 
concerts and other events in the Kirk; the choir and its music; the Grassmarket 
Community Project; the youth group.   

Although some of  the activities generate funds to support the work of  the Kirk, 
the contributions of  those who worship with us Sunday by Sunday remain 
absolutely critical to our financial solvency, to meet the costs of  ministry and 
our paid staff.  Andrew Stewart explained all this after the lunch and we 
distributed a pack of  material giving the financial background and appealing to 
everyone’s continuing generosity.   

Much the most convenient method of  giving is by standing order, with a gift aid 
declaration to allow us to recover tax at the rate of  25%.  For those who don’t 
already have it the full pack is available on Sundays at the Kirk door – but the 
standing order and gift aid form is also enclosed with the magazine.  We have 
changed banks this year so we are also asking those who already have standing 
orders to sign fresh forms, which should be returned to Alison Horsley at the 
Kirk office. 

Many thanks 
 

Jo Elliot 
Convener, Financial Management Group 

CO-OP Bank details are as follows: 
Account Name Greyfriars Tolbooth and Highland Kirk—Community Direct Plus 
 Account 
Bank The Co-operative Bank 
Branch PO Box 250, Skelmersdale WN8 6NY 
Sort Code 08-92-99 
Account Number 65450763 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Strategic Co-ordinating Group (SCG) 
 
 

 

The Group has met almost every six weeks throughout the year.  The Group 
meetings alternate with those of  the Kirk Session. Through the SCG 
Minutes, it reports to Session on a regular basis.   We are grateful to Victoria 
Irvine for taking the Minutes of  our meetings. 
 
We have an impressive membership, covering all aspects of  the Kirk’s work.  
The Group endeavours to keep everyone up to date with the many activities 
of  the Kirk.  It is therefore very important that members of  the group send 
along a representative to meetings, if  they themselves are unable to attend.   
In turn, each member is expected to report back to the Group he/she 
represents – thereby keeping everyone informed. 
 
The Convener is extremely grateful to all who give of  their time to attend 
meetings and make reports. 
 
Like Kirk Session meetings, the SCG meetings are open to everyone who 
might be interested in attending.  You are all welcome. 
 
 
 
 
Kathleen Munro 
Convener 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following are dates of  Kirk Session meetings and proposed dates for 

SCG meeting. 
 

Please check Sunday notes for confirmation. 
 

All members of  the congregation are welcome to attend as observers. 
 
 

Kirk Session Meetings 2012 in the Kirk at 7.30 p.m.: 
 

Wednesday 11th January 
Tuesday 21st February 
Tuesday 27th March 

(Easter weekend 6 – 9th April) 
Tuesday 15th May 

Wednesday 27th June 
Wednesday 19th September 

Tuesday 23rd  October 
Wednesday 12th December 

 
 

Strategic Co-ordinating Group Meetings, in the Kirk at 7.30 p.m.:   
 

Proposed dates for future meetings. 
Tuesday 24th January 
Thursday 1st March 

Wednesday 11th April 
Wednesday 30th May. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
GREYFRIARS ANNUAL CAROL CEILIDH 

 
Sunday 18th December 2011 at 6.00pm 

 
Join us at Greyfriars Kirk for our popular  

Christmas Carol Ceilidh. 
 

Sing your favourite carols, dance and jig to reels by the  
Greyfriars Kirk Band and enjoy some festive snacks and 

good company. 
 

A FREE family event open to all ages. 
 
 
 

 
 



NEW PORCH WORKS 
Update from the Fabric Convener 

 
I thought I would give a quick update on where we are 
with the Entrance, signage and Visitor Centre/
Museum proposals. 

Over the last few weeks, I have been working up detailed design for the works 
with Shaw Design (signage) Moreham & Brotchie (quantity surveyors) and the 
Keenan  Consultancy (Mech and Electrical Consultants) to allow us to put a more      
accurate pre tender Cost Plan together. 

The Financial Management Group have identified monies that are available for 
the works from funds and legacies. 

The works have extended outwith the Kirk, slightly, to include building a small 
wall around the grass verges to the north of  the Kirk.  This will protect the edges 
of  the grass areas and also give an indication of  a gathering space to the north 
side of  the porch for people to congregate before, or after, bigger events or     
occasions (weather permitting).  It is hoped that the stone for this will be reused 
from the recent demolition of  the buildings behind Kirkhouse. 

The internal planning and design of  the porch has been developed to give an 
open, welcoming, clutter free space and to try and link to two separate areas     
together more. 

The Visitors Centre/museum has a separate team from the Kirk looking into the     
content and display that should be used from the many treasures the Kirk has.  
This team includes Richard Frazer and Steve Wilson, along with Sheila and John 
Young, Elizabeth Cumming, Christine McWilliam and Winifred Morrison who 
have been  working together with Shaw Design to agree the best display. 

We currently aim to negotiate a tender with a single contractor to be sure that we 
can get the work done in the very small window available to us in the Kirk's     
calendar.  The work is planned to be carried out between January - March 2012.  
While we have already invited a main contractor to tender the work we are in   
discussions now, with a detailed tender package from all the consultants.  The 
quantity surveyor's Cost Plan will ensure that the costs that we get back will be 
competitive. 

Steve has put up a few drawings/plans of  the proposals under the organ gallery, 
to allow people to see what is proposed which will hopefully get across some of  
the exciting changes that this will bring to all the users of  Greyfriars. 

 

Johnnie Webster 
Fabric Convener 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our main services are at 11am in English and at 12:30pm in Gaelic every Sunday of  
the year. In addition, on the first Sunday of  each month at 9:30am there is a service 
of  Holy Communion. There are occasional evening services and special services 
during Holy Week and Easter, at Christmas and at other times. 

Midweek worship 

The Midweek service takes place each Thursday at 1:10pm. The service lasts for 20 
minutes and is an informal opportunity for prayer and reflection. If  you would like to 
make a request for prayers to be said during this service you can email your thoughts 
in confidence to Richard Frazer, the minister -  minister@greyfriarskirk.com .  

Ecumenical Partnership 

At Pentecost 2002 Greyfriars signed a covenant with two neighbouring churches – 
Augustine United Church (United Reformed Church), and St Columba’s by-the-Castle 
(Scottish Episcopal Church). We frequently have joint services, as well as pooling our 
resources to organise events and trips. 
 
A crèche for babies and toddlers is provided in the Bride’s Room at the west end of  
the church each Sunday during the 11am service. Sunday School meets in the Session 
Room during the 11am service. 
 
Sandwiches and coffee are served at the back of  the church each Sunday after the 
morning service, tea and biscuits after the Gaelic Service. 
 
 

Everyone is welcome at all services in Greyfriars,  
whether they are members of  a church or not, or believers 

or not. 

Orders of  Service (English and Gaelic) are now available on the website  

mailto:minister@greyfriarskirk.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
December Services 

 
Thursday 15th December  Midweek Prayers 1.10pm—1.30pm 

 
Sunday 18th December  Morning Services 11am 

 
Sunday 18th December   Service in Gaelic 12.30pm 

 
Thursday 22nd December Midweek Prayers 1.10pm—1.30pm 

 
*There will not be a Midweek Prayers on Thursday 29th December* 

 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 
 

Christmas Eve Service of  Lessons and Carols at 5pm 
 

  
Christmas Day Service 10.30am (Holy Communion) 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People and Events 

 
The following is a brief  summary of  congregational news in 2011 

  
Baptisms 

Megan Elisabeth Hill, Sunday 20th February 2011 

Dillan Edward James, Sunday 6th March 2011 

Fraser John Lindholm Davis, Sunday 26th June 2011 

Andrew Gordon David Yule, Sunday 7th August 2011 

Gwylim Cargill Coutts, Sunday 23rd October, 2011 

Mairi Catriona Johnston Blackie, Sunday 20th November 2011 

 
The Ordination and Admission to Eldership 

Jo Elliot, Sunday 17th April 2011 

Mary Macpherson, Sunday 17th April 2011 

Rosalind Campbell, Sunday 15th May 2011 

Carol McKellar, 15th May 2011 

 
 Marriages 

  
 Christina Elliot & Simon Hicks, 17th September 2011 

 
Deaths 

Ian Pollock (Parish) 

Mrs Murial Craig, 5 West Relugas Road,  

Mrs Helyne Finlay, 97 Craigleith Hill Crescent,  

Kirsty Carter, Edinburgh 

 
New Members 

Mr Melvyn Noble 

Miss Caroline Davidson 

Mr Callum O’Donnell 

 



Flowers in 
Greyfriars 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to Clem Bradley who has joined the Flower Team. 
Clem used to help the flower team a few years ago until teaching commitments meant she had 
to stop.  Now, I am delighted that she is able to help again, bringing added design ideas to our 
arrangements.  As well as Clem, we are still needing more help with the flowers in the Kirk, so I 
would like to repeat my plea for help.  If  anyone feels they could help us, even in the smallest 
way, please contact me.  
 

The Flower Arranging Workshop and Coffee Morning we held on 5th November was a great 
success, and raised £152.50 for the Flower Fund.  It was such fun, and I have  received several 
requests for another one, which we are hoping to arrange sometime in May.  Watch out for      
details later. 
 

The flower donation scheme, started at the beginning of  the year, has proved popular, with 13 
people, so far, donating an arrangement to remember a special event or person.  I do hope more 
members of  the congregation feel they would like to do this.  Please just put your name and  
contact telephone number on the wall chart in the church, and I will contact you to discuss your 
wishes. 
 

Preparing for Christmas is always pleasantly challenging for flower arrangers, and planning  
something different each year is especially so.  I do hope you will enjoy what we have planned 
for this year. 
 

Here are some of  our arrangements this year -  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ann Macdonald   Myself     Kimberley Munro   Isobel Hutchings 
 

We thank you for your continued support, and wish you all a very happy festive season. 
 
 

 
Mary Macpherson 
Flower Convener. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It will always be a source of  amazement to many that people, who have worshiped throughout 

the Highlands and Islands in the same mode as is practiced in our Gaelic Services, find it so 

difficult to identify with us, when they come to the bright lights of  the big city.  The reasons for 

this are of  course many and varied and are worth considering from time to time in a spirit of  

realism as well as of  faith.  

 

Nevertheless, small numbers are no badge of  diminishing faith. If  anything, it is quite the 

reverse. That of  course should not surprise the "household of  faith". Our Lord, after all 

promised the presence of  His Spirit even where the two or three are gathered together in His 

Name.  Small as our numbers are, we are greatly blessed by the ecumenical nature of  our 

services.  Apart from the Church of  Scotland input we regularly welcome preachers from the 

Free Church, from the Free Church Continuing as well as from the Roman Catholic Church. We 

are greatly indebted to our friends who by their preaching demonstrate that sense of  unity and 

of  peace, which our Lord instructed us to observe and to practice in the Gospel.  Another very 

successful development in the course of  the year was the Gaelic Psalm Precenting Workshop 

held in the Session Room at Greyfriars. Through the dedicated expertise of   Mr. John Macleod 

of  An Comunn Gaidhealach, Messers Liam Crouse (Rhode Island USA), Duncan Sneddon, and 

Professor Matthew Maciver have all developed a confident and informed approach to the special 

art of  precenting the Psalms. We are very much indebted to them all for their dedication and 

perseverance and for what this means for the present and for the future, The General Assembly 

Gaelic Service in May was particularly enriching for the congregation. The Service was 

conducted by the Revend Dr. Roderick Macleod of  Cumlodden. The Prayers  were offered by 

the Reverend Donald John Morrison. Tarbert, Harris, and the Readings were given by Mr. 

Hamish Taylor of  Manish, Harris. Alasdair Macleod was the Precentor for the Psalms. The 

Moderator, The Right Reverend David Arnott, accompanied by his Chaplain and by Mrs Arnott 

fulfilled their roles with distinction and were very well received by the congregation at the 

generous Buffet after the Service.  

 
 

 
GAELIC MATTERS 



The Annual Highland Lecture this year was given by the Reverend Dr. Roderick 

Macleod. The theme of  his Lecture was the life and writings of  Neil Macleod, the 19th 

century Gaelic Bard from the Isle of  Skye. Dr. Macleod was ably assisted by Norman 

Macdonald from Skye, who chaired the Gathering and by Mr. Calum Ross from 

Glasgow, who sang the appropriate songs in his customary and very impressive manner. 

The Lecture was acknowleged as one of  the best in living memory. The Edinburgh 

University Annual Service this year included a considerable Gaelic input. The Gaels sat 

together and sang a Psalm that was precented by Mark Macleod, from Skye, a student 

in training for the ministry. Mark also delivered an apt and impressive sermon. In his 

response to the Service the Principal and Vice-Chancellor of  the University warmly 

commended inter-alia the Gaelic input to this Service and invited two from the Gaelic 

Congregation to the Luncheon that followed.  

 

The Stewardship Service at GTHK recently was the occasion of  a Gaelic Input into the 

Service. Mark Macleod again precented for the Gaelic Psalm-singing and offered the 

Prayers for the day in Gaelic. At the generous Buffet-Meal that followed, Gaels and 

Lowlanders sat together and shared news and fellowship. Plans for the work and 

mission of  the congregation were introduced. This again was an occasion that was 

particularly enriching for all concerned in our common commitment to the "one Lord, 

the one faith and the one baptism, to the one God and Father of  us all, who is above us 

all and in us all". Gaelic matters? Goodness, yes more than we think!.  

 

Rev. Angus Smith.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaelic Christmas Service 

 

Sunday 18th December at 12.30pm 

 

Will be led by Rev. Angus Smith 



 
NEIL MACLEOD, THE BARD OF SKYE – AND EDINBURGH 

 
 

(A Summary of  the 2011 Highland Lecture delivered by  
Rev. Dr. Roderick MacLeod)  

 
We usually think of  Glasgow as the Scottish city where there was a blossoming of  Gaelic 

literature in Victorian times.  In and around Glasgow there settled such exiled literary 

figures as Henry Whyte from Easdale, who produced many books of  poetry and prose, his 

brother John, who translated hymns into Gaelic, and John MacFadyen from Mull, writer of  

songs and sketches. 

But in the second half  of  the nineteenth century a good number of  Gaelic scholars, poets 

and writers made their home here in Edinburgh.  Prominent among them was Donald 

Mackinnon, born in Colonsay, the first professor of  Celtic at Edinburgh University.  Then 

there was Donald MacKechnie, from Jura, writer of  prose and poetry, who spent much of  

his life in the capital.  Others included Alexander Carmichael of  Lismore, who collected 

that treasury of  Gaelic lore preserved in Carmina Gadelica, and Skye-born Sheriff  Alexander 

Nicolson, collector of  Gaelic proverbs, both of  whom spent their retirement years in 

Edinburgh. 

Another member of  that distinguished circle of  Gaelic writers was Neil MacLeod, born at 

Pollosgain in Skye in 1843, the son of  a Gaelic bard Domhnall nan Oran, and the brother of  

another interesting Gaelic poet, Iain Dubh. 

How was it that Neil MacLeod was to make his home for most of  his life, not in his 

beloved Skye, whose praises he so often sang, but in Edinburgh? 

Most of  the Gaelic writers who moved to Glasgow or Edinburgh in the nineteenth century 

did so in order to find employment.  Around 1865 Neil came to Edinburgh to work for his 

cousin, the founder of  R. and R. Macleod, Tea Merchants, London and Edinburgh.  As a 

tea-traveller he covered Argyll, Skye and surrounding areas, and parts of  southern Scotland. 

In 1883 Neil Macleod published Clàrsach an Doire The Harp of  the Grove).  The popularity 

of  his sings is reflected in the fact that during his lifetime four editions of  this collection of  

his poetry were published, a record for a secular Gaelic writer. 

Neil’s songs can be divided into a number of  categories, and tonight Mod Gold Medallist, 

Calum Ross, will sing examples of  his different kinds of  composition. 

It is no accident that the first song in Clàrsach an Doire is a song is An gleann ’s an robh mi òg 

(The glen where I was young).  A number of  Neil’s best-known songs are in praise of  Skye 

and its beauty. 

    



About a dozen of  the published poems of  Neil Macleod can be described as love     

poems.  He sang in praise of  more than one Mary, a Jean, a Bella, an Ann and an Islay 

lass – but it was not unknown for Victorian poets to compose love songs for imaginary 

lovers.  In the end, in 1889, the poet married a Catherine, Catherine Bain Stewart, an 

English teacher, a daughter of  headmaster John Stewart of  Kensalyre.  She was over 

twenty years his junior.  They had one son, Neil, who became a distinguished           

psychiatrist, and two daughters, Catherine Anne and Jessie. 

Neil Macleod also composed nature poetry.  My first introduction to his poems was as a 

schoolboy reading Ri taobh na tràigh (Beside the shore) with its romantic picture of      

living in a simple bothy far from the city. 

The poet was actively involved in the Gaelic movement and some of  his songs are 

about the language and its supporters.  He contributed papers to learned societies. 

Neil Macleod, the bard of  Skye and Edinburgh, died on 6th September 1913, and is 

buried in Morningside cemetery.  

Neil MacLeod would be delighted to know that in 2011 worship continues to be      

conducted each Sunday here in Edinburgh, indeed in this very building where we meet 

tonight.  In 1884 Dr. James Cameron Lees, minister of  St. Giles, preached a Gaelic   

sermon in St. Giles Cathedral.  Lees had come to Lewis as a boy of  nine, and his 

mother, who was from North Uist, helped him to become fluent in Gaelic. 

Among the congregation that day was Neil Macleod.  The following day he sent this 

letter to Cameron Lees. 

 
 

26 Gardner’s Crescent, Edinburgh, 
January 21st 1884.    

Dear Sir, 

As a Highlander allow me to sincerely thank you for the intellectual and spiritual treat 
you gave your countrymen in this city yesterday, in preaching to so many of  them in 
their own venerable language. 

I am sure that all true Highlanders there must have felt deep emotion at hearing the 
gospel so eloquently and forcibly preached in their mother tongue, in the Church of  
John Knox and in the presence of  those faded but notable banners under which their 
forefathers fought and bled on so many a battle field to maintain the freedom and hon-
our of  their country. 

Along with this note I am sending you a copy of  a small volume of  Gaelic poems and 
songs by your humble servant, recently published, which I trust you will be kind 
enough to accept. 

Yours very sincerely, 

 

NEIL MACLEOD  
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(Compiled by the Crossword Group of  Edinburgh E3A 
(University of  the Third Age) 



Crossword Clues 
 
ACROSS 
1. Bobby is supposed to be Edinburgh’s this (8,6) 
9.  Addressed dearly from the pulpit (7) 
10. Hebrews Ch 10 v31.  It is a ——- thing (7) 
11. An emanation from a kirkyard ghost? (4) 
12. May be caused by 4 down (5) 
13. And 25. Bobby’s master (4,4) 
16. Ace, King, Queen and Jack (7) 
17. To add a script, code or cipher (6) 
19. Old Father Times’ implement (6) 
22. Not the breed of  1 across, but the same nationality (7) 
23. See 13 
26. Utilisation (5) 
27. James Hutton is one to Greyfriars (4) 
30. Great joy (7) 
31. This is a boundary (7) 
32. If  Bobby could turn his head a little, he’d face this way (8,6)  
 
DOWN 
1. Days of  rest (8) 
2. The flap of  a wing (7) 
3. The important part of  9 across (4) 
4. See 12 across (7) 
5. Very expensive spice (7) 
6. Family of  famous architects with mausoleum in the kirkyard (4) 
7. Bond and frank (7) 
8. David’s weapon (5) 
14. and 15. Jenny Geddes’ chair (5,5) 
18. FDR was one (8) 
20. German painter of  altar pieces (7) 
21. Intrinsic character (7) 
22. One site of  14 and 15 down (2,5) 
23. Place of  plays (7) 
28. Dime (anag.) (4) 
29. Leave out! (4) 
 
Answers at the back of  the magazine. 



 
 
 
 

 
AUC  
Contextual  
Bible Study  

 
 
The method of Contextual Bible Study was developed through the 
struggle against apartheid in South Africa. It is a clear and simple 
method, which inspires good discussion and thoughtful reflection. CBS 
aims to listen to the stories and wisdom of the Scriptures speaking from 
within their contexts to oursõ and to hear Godõs message of salvation for 
individuals and for social transformation.  
 

 
 

Monthly Tues evenings  
(roughly the 3 rd  Tues of the month)  

 
7.30-9pm @ AUC  

2012: 17th  Jan, 21 Feb, 20 Mar, 1  
7 April, 15 May, 19 June,  
18 Sep, 16 Oct, 20 Nov.  

 



GRoW is continuing to go from strength to strength. Commissions are coming 
in at almost a daily rate most of  which come from the website or word of  
mouth.  

Over the last few weeks we have been prioritising on Christmas presents which 
have been ordered from the workshops.  At this time of  year we also supply 
plaques to various Eco-congregations such as the Eco-congregations of  
Scotland, England and the Irish Republic. We also do them for a schools        
eco-group in Jersey.  Other orders we currently have include a coffee table, two 
dining tables, and a large bookcase.   

On top of  this we are working on our limited edition Assembly Lamps, made 
from the old balustrades of  the "playpen" at the General Assembly building. 

In order for us to carry out this work we need regular volunteers coming in to 
support us.  Over the last year we have had continued success in this area with   
referrals coming in from various agencies. 

The core members of  our team are enrolled at Borders College and are now 
being accredited for the work they produce. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tommy Steel  
0131 225 3686 

or 07889169155  
tommy@grassmarketcommunityproject.co.uk 

One of our volunteers working 
on the Assembly Lamps 

mailto:tommy@grassmarketcommunityproject.co.uk


 
The Daith Tree 
For Pam Aitken 
 
 
Jesus wis a jyner - lang, lang syne 
In Joseph’s shap, in Nazareth 
The laddie ser’d his time 
 
He wrocht the bonny cedarwuid, the gopherwuid, the beech, 
Wis skeily wi the cheisels, wis hantie wi the eetch, 
Coud fettle plous or cairt wheels, coud kirn coud scrunt, could snig, 
Coud scutch wi the Rob Sorby, snod an squerr an trig. 
 
His faither learnt the laddie tae kerve a bonny yock, 
Tae big braw rambust raughters an no lae onie brock. 
Tae ken the weys o timmer, its navis-bores, its awte. 
Tae kep it happ’t an caller tae stey oot daize an rot. 
 
He learnt tae dunt the stobs hame intil aik or esh or yew, 
Tae mak a stuffie fixin, strecht an strang an true. 
His wrists wis slee an soupil, his airms wis sture an teuch, 
His shoothers braid an canty, his hans wis gleg bit reuch. 
 
Wi Simon an wi Andra he fushed on Galilee, 
He kent whit wey the skiff  wis colfed tae cowdle on the sea. 
An whan he timmed the tables ower tae skail the nipscarts gelt, 
He kent whit wey the jynts wis duin an hou the buirds wis stell’t. 
 
Sae whan he humphed his daith-tree, he kent its wecht an lenth, 
Coud cairry it fell aisy gin he’d ainly haed his strenth. 
An whan they drave the stobs in, he kent hou mony dings, 
Wad dunch thaim throu the shackle banes, hou mony hemmer swings. 
 
They liftit up the daith-tree, he kent its awte its spails, 
Its reuchness doun his back-bane, the bluidy skaithin nails. 
The lee-lang day he hung thare, stechin for his braith, 
The bluid weezed oot the stob stangs, fell slaw an sair cam daith. 
 
Jesus wis sair rackit on the ruid lang syne 
The bluid weezed doun the daith-tree, 
Lik rozet dreeps doun pine. 

David C Purdie,      



 
Across:  1. Smallest statue  9. Beloved  10. Fearful  11. Aura  12. Tears  13&25 John Gray  
16. Honours  17. Notate  19. Scythe  22. Scottie   
26. Usage  27. Hero  30. Elation  31. Limiter  32. Chambers Street 
 
Down:  1.  Sabbaths  2. Aileron  3. Love  4. Sadness  5. Saffron  6. Adam  7. Upfront  8. 
Sling  14.&15.  Cutty Stool  18. Democrat  21. Cranach  21. Essence  2. St Giles  23. 
Theatre  28. Diem  29. Omit 
 

Crossword Answers: 

Check out our forthcoming programme of  concerts  and events  
on the ARTS and EVENTS page on our website www..greyfriarskirk.com 

 
Here is a Summary 

 
Sunday  11th December   7.30pm 

Scottish Ensemble  
Concerts by Candlelight with Jonathan Morton 

www.scottishensemble.co.uk 
 

Saturday  17th December   7.30pm  
Jubilo Choir - 30th Anniversary Christmas Concert  

www.jubilo.org.uk 
 

Sunday 18th December 6pm—8pm 
Greyfriars Carol Ceilidh 

 
Sunday 22nd January 2012 6pm—7pm 
Orchestra Caledonia—Making Music  

 
Friday 24th February 2012    7.30pm to Midnight 

Fundraising Evening of  Scottish Country Dancing 
with the Greyfriars Kirk Band  

To support the Vision, Mission and Outreach of  Greyfriars 

http://www.scottishensemble.co.uk/40,817/forthcoming_concerts/concerts_by_candlelight/360
http://www.jubilo.org.uk/page9.html



